VISUAL EXPLORATION OF SEMANTIC MARKERS OF FAITH
• Step 1. Adopt a broad definition of faith in terms of its basic semantic markers.
• Step 2. Assemble a collection of sacred texts of the world's major religions and belief systems.
• Step 3. Create a set of semantic concepts that represent the concept of faith in a religion by identifying and extracting explicit references in sacred texts .
• Step 4. Generate a word cloud for each religion, based on the extracted markers;
• Step 5. Generate a composite word cloud for all religions, based on a combined list of semantic markers.
Step 1. Adopt a Semantic Definition of Faith
In order to undertake a semantic analysis of faith in sacred religious texts, we must begin with a semantic definition of faith. By a semantic definition we mean those concepts that define the essential aspects of faith. We identified five semantic concepts -faith, belief, trust, 
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Step
Assemble a Collection of Sacred Texts
Uncovering the semantics of faith -in this research effort -means discovering the context in which faith is referenced. Primary sources provide the most important context for our analysis. At least one primary sacred text was identified for each of the religions (Table 1) .
Many of the sacred texts were available in digital form on the web. Others were available in print format. The latter were photocopied and optically scanned to create digitally readable copies. Copies were made to support semantic analysis.
Create Lists of Semantic Concepts for Each Religion
Most word clouds are generated from single words. They leverage statistical clustering methods that begin with single concept extraction. For this research, the context was critical for understanding the meaning of faith. In order to preserve context, it was necessary to extract more than the simple occurrence of the words. It was necessary to extract the phrases or
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Composite Word Map for Six Religions
The composite word map for all six religions illustrates the strength of the two core concepts of faith -faith and belief -and all of their lexical variants (Figure 8 ). The word map shows the rich context that surrounds these core concepts when all religions are viewed together.
Observation and Discussion of Research Results
Our first research question asked whether it was possible to create a visual representation of faith drawing upon the use of key semantic concepts in the sacred texts of a religion. The research suggests that it is possible to create a visual representation of faith grounded in semantic 
